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CHALFONT ST. GILES PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A meeting of the Open Spaces and Amenities Committee was held at 8pm on Wednesday 16 November 
2022 in the Gardens Association Hall in School Lane. 

Present: Councillor G Patrick (Chairman), Councillor J Chamberlain, Councillor G Kirkby, Councillor T 
Patrick-Smith, Councillor M Phillips and the Clerk.  

AGENDA 
Public Forum:  
The Chairman and Welfare Officer of Chalfont St Giles Tennis Club attended to discuss improvements to 
the public court and new lighting to the tennis club third court. A request was made to add the lighting 
columns to the public court to minimise disruption to the tennis club courts. Ideally the tennis club would 
like to resurface the public court, add lighting and a gate admission system which is supported by the Lawn 
Tennis Association. The Tennis Club would like to work with the Parish Council to make the public court 
usable and to help with the maintenance of the court. In return the Tennis Club would have priority use of 
the court on Wednesday evenings and Saturday and Sunday mornings. Planning permission would be 
required for the new lighting and this would take a minimum of six weeks from validation. Resurfacing either 
in tiger turf or asphalt would need to wait until better weather. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: Councillor D Bray, Councillor R Gill, Councillor R Massey and Councillor J 

Webster. 

2. Declaration of interests: None. 
3. Minutes of the meeting 19 October 2022 39/22: Were agreed and signed in meeting. 
4. Clerk’s notes: Noted. 
5. Correspondence received after the agenda was circulated: 

5.1. Request for a dog waste bin to be added to Dibden Hill entrance to the Recreation Ground. 
6. Current Matters: 

6.1. To update on the pond maintenance programme: Councillor Kirkby had requested 
information about licences required for the works from Buckinghamshire Council. This had not 
been received in time for the meeting. 

6.2. To update on the devolved services contract: The current contract would be rolled over for 
another year. The Clerk had asked whether the payment for the contract would be increased to 
allow a budget to be agreed for the works. The Devolved Services Team were exploring this 
possibility but an agreement would not be reached in time for budget setting. 

6.3. To update on the boundary wall by the village pond: No response has been received to date 
from the letter sent to the resident detailing the Parish Councils ownership of the land. The Clerk 
would seek further legal advice. 

6.4. To discuss improvements to Pheasant Hill Play area: Grants had been secured for £52,500 
with the further monies coming from ear marked reserves. A tender document would be 
prepared with a view to going out to tender by the end of November. The project should be 
completed in time for spring. 

6.5. To update the issues around litter bins on Back Lane, The Lagger and Three Households: 
The request for information about the missing litter bins and possible new bins has been with 
Buckinghamshire Council since September and to date no information has been received. 
Councillor Rouse was copied into the latest email to Waste Services Team. 

6.6. To update on the proposal for a community orchard: Milton’s Cottage Trustees have refused 
permission for the site currently proposed for the Orchard in the field next to Milton’s Cottage. A 
meeting has been planned for 5 December 2022 to discuss the matter further. 

6.7. To update and agree the cemetery fees tariff: The cemetery fees for Bowstridge Lane were 
compared to those of five neighbouring parish council cemeteries. New fees were agreed to be 
introduced in April 2023. These new fees would be added to the website. 

6.8. To agree a course of action re insurance claim at the play area at the recreation ground: 
The Committee agreed to allow our insurance company, Axa to decide the best way to deal with 
the insurance claim. An excess of £250 would need to be paid. The insurance company would 
be asked to provide appropriate wording for signs to be added to the playground. 
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6.9. To discuss the request to improve the lighting to the third court at the tennis club: The 
Committee agreed to put together a proposal of requirements for the tennis club. Also to ask 
the Tennis Club for details of the councils who are currently working together with their tennis 
clubs 

6.10. To discuss the costs of the Christmas Lighting in the village: Several issues had arisen in 
the last week. The shop owner who has a string of festive lights added to his building had asked 
for his costs to be reimbursed, although the breakdown of the costs had not been received in 
time for the meeting. The Committee agreed to contact a different shop owner to see whether 
they would be prepared to provide the electricity for the lighting. It also appeared that the timer 
mechanisms had been removed from the street lamps on the village green, however our 
contractor believes that this is not the case. If electricity cannot be provided by the street lamps 
then alternative sources of electricity need to be sought. Clerk to contact Align to see whether 
they have any heavy duty batteries that could be used for the Christmas Lighting event.  

6.11. To review the blocked gullies in the Parish and agree on course of action: The groundsmen 
had carried out their annual inspection of the gullies. There were 35 gullies blocked. These 
would be added to fix my street with copies sent to TfB and to our Buckinghamshire Councillors. 

7. Items for future agendas: None. 
8. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 18 January 2022 

These minutes are a true record of the meeting. Signed:____________________________ 

 
 


